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TOWN  hall, 


3RIERFIELD. 


September,  1950. 


T"^  the  Chairman  and  Members, 

BRIERFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

G-entl  emen, 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  N0.2/50,  an  Interim  Report  only,  on  the 
lines  of  the  1948  report  is  presented  for  the  year 
1949.  It  includes  only  essential  or  urgent  matters, 
wdiich  have  affected  public  health  during  the  year. 

All  records  and  statistics  are  being  preserved  s"' 
tliat  the  annual  records  may,  as  far  as  practicable, 
be  continuous  and  complete. 


I have  pleasure,  therefore,  in  submitting 


for  your  consideration  the  following  interim  report 
on  the  Health,  Sanitary  conditions  and  public  Health 
administration  in  the  Urban  District  of  Brierfield 
f^r  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1949. 


I am,  Gentlemen 


Y^ur  obedient  servant 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1949, 
according  to  the  Rate  Book  was  2,482,  the  Rateable 
Value  being  £42,789,  and  the  sura  represented  by  a penny 
rate  being  £175* 


The  social  conditions  were  good,  but  there  was 
some  overcrowding;  the  chief  Industry  Is  Cotton  Weaving, 
with  a small  amount  of  Spinning  and  Dyeing, 


VITuM.  STATISTICS 

POPULATION  The  population,  as  estimated  by  the 

Registrar  General  for  Mld-1949  is  7,050, 

BIRTHS  104  live  births  belonging  to  the  District 

occurred  during  1949,  as  follows 

Male  Female  Total 
Live  Births (Legitimate  5C  47^  9T” 

(illegitimate  167 

S S M 

Stillbirths  - 2 2 


Comparative  particulars  vjith  regard  to 

Live  Births  over  the  last  five  years,  are 

given  in  the  following  table:~ 

1949  1948  1947  1946  1945 
Total  Live  Births  104  107  I32  117  Ho 

Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  estimated 

population  14*8  15»5  19.6  17.6  I8.6 


INFi^iJTILE  2 Children  under  1 year  of  age  died  during 
MO RTALITY  the  year,  as  follows 

Cause  of  Death  Hale  Female  Age 

Broncho  Pneumonia  - H.  3 m^s. 

Acute  Gastro  Enteritis  - 1 6-^  “ 

Comparative  particulars  with  regard  to 
Infantile  Mortality,  over  the  last  five  years 
are  given  in  the  following  table 

1949  1948  1947  1946  1945 

Total  Deaths  under 

1 year  , . . . 2 3 ^ 3 3 

Inf .Mortality  Rate 

per  1,000  live  births  19  28,0  45»4  25«6  25*4 
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DEATHS:  98  Deaths,  belonging  to  the  District, 

occurred  during  1949,  as  follows:- 

I.'lal e Femal e Total 

Deaths  within  the 

Urban  District  33  3^ 

Deaths  outside  District 
(in  hospitals, 

institutions,  etc, ) l8  11  29 

98 


Comparative  particulars  with  regard  to 
Deaths  over  the  last  five  years  are  given 
in  the  following  tables:- 

1949  1948  1947  1946  1945 
Total  Deaths  98  89  100  11 3 92 

Death  hate  per 
1,000  estimated 

population  13*9  12.3  14*9  17.0  14*5 


/ 


The  following  table  gives  the  ages  at  which 
de.ath  occurred,  also  the  causes  of  all 
deaths  belonging  to  Brierfield  during  the 
year  1949:- 


SUIMA.RY  OF  PEA  THg 


Causes  pf  Death 


Tuberculosis  - Non 
pulmonary ✓ 
Influen-a  ^ 

Cancer 
Diabetes 
Intra  Cranial 

Vascular  Lesions 
Heart  Disease 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Asthma 

Diarrhoea  (Under  2 yrs 

Nephritis 

riol ence 

genii e Decay 

/rterio  Sclerosis 

piamonary  Embolism 

Status  Epllepticus 

Senile  Denentia 

Cholaemia 

Uraemia 

Acute  Pulmonary  Oedema 


Under  i-  5“  I5-  23-  65  & Total 

1 yr.  5*  15  25  65  over 
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DISEASE 

The  nearest  clinic  is  at  Burnley* 

Ahy  cases  discovered  are  advised  to 

attend  the  Burnley  ^linio. 

WATER 

• SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 

Brlerfield  is  supplied  with  a constant 

supply  of  water  from  the  mains  of  Nelson 

C0  37poratlon,  and  there  were  no  new 

sources  of  supply  during  the  year*  The 

water  is  of  good  quality  and  in  good 

supply,  apart  from  a few  houses  in 

Marsden  Heights  area  where  the  supply 

is  interraxttent,  and  a few  houses  in 

vai'ious  streets  where,  probably,  tne 

Joint  service  pipes  are  t'')o  small. 

With  one  exception,  all  h'uises  In  the 

pl^trlet  are  supplied  direct  from 

public  mains,  and  there  has  been  no 

evidence  of  any  form  of  contamination. 

No  examinations  are  ma-de  by  us.  as 

routine  examinations  are  made  by  Nelson 

Corporation  Water  Department, 

SEVr/lC-E 

riSPuSAL 

No  e5»tensions  to  sewers  or  sewage  works 

were  made  during  the  year,  and  the 

existing  services  and  arrangements  have 

been  efficiently  maintained. 

..JI/'SET  . 

There  are  a.pproximately  lA  pail  closets 

iCOOivu/iODATION 

in  the  Distrlet^  at  iso  la  bed  cot  Gages  :.:i 
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SPAygiNlQ-INQ-  This  was  carried  out,  by  the  Council’s  own 
workmen,  with  a two-ton  '^Bedford"  Tipping 
Wagon*  Domestic  refuse  is  collected 
weeldLy  free  of  charge  from  private  houses, 
shops  and  mills,  and  disposed  of  at  the 
Council’s  Destructor  Works* 


SALVAG-E  S^^ilvage  Work  has  been  efficiently  maintained, 
and  the  following  amounts  of  materials  were 


salvaged  during  tlio  ycar;- 


We ights 

B^gterial 

■ 'Amount 

Real,j 

■ sed 

T 

C 

Q 

r 

r’v  ^ 

s • 

d. 

101 

16 

1 

fta  -X. 

^ ,Q 

1 0 9 

8* 

1. 

12 

8 

1 

Black so rap 

18. 

8. 

4. 

23 

17 

0 

Baled  Tins 

29. 

16. 

^ • 

16 

0 

Bones 

4, 

14. 

0 ^ 

114 

4 

3 

Kitchen  Waste 

312. 

18, 

0. 

1 

9 

1 

Rags  S:  ^Uumj-nium 

29. 

3* 

4. 

1 

16  ' 

0 

JarS;  etc. 

Bonus 

12. 

33» 

10* 

1. 

0. 

9. 

256 

7 

2 

£1,159 

. 0. 

5. 

Comparatlve  figures  regarding  salvage 
over  the  last  three  years  are  shov^  in  the 
following  tables:- 


1949 

Weight  Value 
T C Q £ 
256  7 2 1159 


1948 

Weight  Value 
T C Q £ 
2.84  9 3 1171 


1947 

Weight  Value 
T C Q £ 

18115  0 808 


S/sNITARY  INSPECTION 
Preoi  SOS  Nuisance  Notices 

Sanitary  Inspections  VlTsited  Discovered  prcl . Stat*  Remedied 
during  1949 

( including  housing)  4II  78  78  6 63 


PI SINFESTATION 

Houses  foijind  to  be  infested  ..  . * One 
Houses  disinfested  ,»  *•  *.  One 

When  required,  disinfestation  is  by  moans 

of  ’’Vermicine"  and  ’’Cescones"  poison  gas, 

carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority,  at  the 

expense  of  the  owner  or  occupier. 


HOUSINa 


COD 3. T IONS  The  majority  of  ho’aeeB  aro  in  rows, 

suone-buil o,  about  60  years  old.  Later 
types  are  brio.b-*bu.iltp  semis  mainly, 
many  of  tb.c  houses  being  owner-oecupaed 
and  v/ell  naintained* 

STATI STIGS  6 traditional  permanent  houses  were 

erected  during  the  year  and  '^6  permanent 
houses  were  in  h.ana  at  31st  December,  1949* 


OVERC^TO^O 


6 nevr  oases  ''f  oeeiscrowd.lrjg  c-c’irred 
di-U'^ing  the  year*;  and  'Y'r  dwel^.lngs  v/ere 
known  in  be  o^^erorowf.-'^d  at  the  erjl  oi"  the 


•^r  o*":  V* 

..  wv.*..  • O 


HOUSES  There  is  0.  clef  ini  te  shortage  cf  y-' bedroom 

MQyS§ED_TO 

i\LLEVIATE""  tyne  houses > 3C'si  meet  verorovrdj.ng,  >50 
OVERCOT/DIMG- 

■ three- bedroom,  ~0  two-- bedroom  and  30 
one-bedroom  type  houses  are  required. 
Houses  are  si  so  required  for  newly-married 
oouplcR  and  bungalows  for  old  people 
living  with  their  children* 

FOODS 

DAIRIES  and  The  milli  suroi.y  is  pi.entifud  and  its 

milk‘shops 

^ quality  •hioJ.osor.ie  a.oc  i.t  : s distributed 

throughout  the  District  directly,  chiefly 
by  farmers  in  the  vicinity.  Retail  m.ilk 
purveyors  registered  with  the  Oounoll 
rrmiiber  3^'}..  leriodioel  inspections  of 
places  where  food  is  prepared,  .liave  been 
made,  and  the  premises  generally  have  been 
found  in  good  order.  Periodically, 
bacteriological  examinations  of  samples  of 
milk  are  made  by  the  County  Council, 
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MEAT 


MEASLES 


\VHOOPIMG 

COUGH 


DIPHTHERIA 


All  slaughtering  has  been  transforrod 
to  Abbattoirs  outside  the  District, 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
All  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were 
visited  upon  notification,  and  where 
patients  are  not  transferred  to 
isolation  hospital,  they  are  isolated 
in  one  room  of  the  house.  Disinfectants 
are  kept  at  the  Town  Hall  and  supplies 
are  given  to  necessitous  oases. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  and  Tetanus 
Antitoxin  were  issued  free  to  Medical 
Practitioners  on  application, 

66  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  during 
the  year,  They  v/cre  mostly  of  a mild 
type,  with  no  deaths, 

6 cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified 
during  the  year,  and  there  were  no  deaths, 

1 case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  during 
the  year.  This  case  was  in  an 
immunised  child  who  not  ill  in  himself 
and  v/as  really  a carrier. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING-  1949 


AGE  PERIOD 


NEW  CASES 

Non- 

pulrnonary  Pulmonary 
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r • 


F. 


DEATHS 
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pulmonary  pulmonary 
L.  F.  i;l.  F. 
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Ist  DEC 

iEKDER. 

1949 . 

On  the  R Glister  at  the  end  of  Dece;:iber,  1949, 
there  v/ore  39  cf^seo  of  Tuberculosis, 

20  Pulmon8;c'y  and  I5  Non-Pulmonary. 
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As  these  caces  are  dealt  with  by  tiie  Comity  TubercuJLo sis 
Officer,  we  have  no  direct  infornation  about  the  numbei 
of  cases  receivinf^  allowances* 
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LABORATORY  VCirffC 


SPSCli-Ig^TS  EX.A':IMED  DUlYDTO  YEAR  1949 

Swabs  fox’  Diphuiieria  ) 

Faeces:  PatlioGoiiic  orGo/iisiis  j YiJ. 
&outUJn  for  Tuberculosis  ....  } 


ILLEC-lTII.iATE  QKILDREJ' 

There  are  no  Social  '.'i^erkers  in  uhis  area, 
but  the  Burnley  & District  House  of  Help 
does  sood  service  in  this  connection. 


